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Fondation Folon

The Folon Foundation is located in the renovated 

farmhouse of the ‘Château de La Hulpe’, right in the 

middle of the Solvay Estate Park, which is owned by 

Wallonia.

It was inaugurated on the 28th of October 2000 at the 

impetus of Belgian artist Jean-Michel Folon.

THE FOUNDATION
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An artist, a foundation

Presenting Jean-Michel Folon in a nutshell entails 
skimming through over forty years of creation. His 
works have travelled the world: from the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art in New York across the Gaudí Museum 
in Barcelona and the Picasso Museum in Antibes, all 
the way up to the Correr Museum in Venice. Even 
though some of his works became part of their 
collections, Folon kept the majority of his work for 
himself. In order to optimally preserve this collection 
and to ensure its survival, he decided to bring them 
together in one place. This is how the idea of creating 
a foundation carrying his name somewhere in France 
or Italy took shape. The government of Wallonia, keen 
to maintain the integrity and the cultural vocation of 
the Solvay Estate Park in La Hulpe, offered the Belgian 
artist to set up his foundation here and redesigned 
Châteaux’s farmhouse to turn it into a symbol of 
Belgian culture. 
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A location

In this expanse of green, lying but a few kilometers outside of Brussels, 
Folon’s place of birth, the artist came back to his roots. As a child he lived at 
the neighbouring Genval lakeside and often passed the Solvay Estate Park, 
which he called ‘the garden of the thousand rhododendrons’. 

To Folon, this estate that glorifies the flora and fauna seemed like the ideal 
setting for his foundation. Nature, so dear to the artist’s heart, is paid a 
twofold tribute here: nature and the protection of the environment were one 
of Folon’s favoured themes, just as they were the priorities of Ernest Solvay. 
Both men had a love of natural wildlife, with each glorifying this wildlife in 
their own way.

The farm, built in 1833 by architect J.P. Cluysenaar (who also constructed the 
famous Royal Saint Hubert Galleries in downtown Brussels) at the behest of 
the Count of Béthune, has been restored to its original appearance. It is made 
up of whitewashed buildings set around a paved courtyard. 



Fondation Folon

A work

The Folon Foundation’s objective is to unite and conserve 
a heritage: more than 500 artworks donated by Jean-Michel 
Folon. Visitors can discover or rediscover watercolours, 
oil paintings on wood, posters, stamps, silkscreen prints, 
tapestries woven in Aubusson, stained glass manufactures 
built in Chartres, objects and sculptures in wood, plaster 
and bronze.

Also put into focus are his illustrations for great authors 
as Guillaume Apollinaire, Jacques Prévert, Kafka, Albert 
Camus, Jean Giono,... 

A few rare documents are also on display: covers of rare 
books and magazines, rare posters, a conversation in 
pictures with Milton Glaser, engravings alongside their 
original copperplates, etc.
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A lively museum

The Foundation presents a permanent 
exhibition of the works of Jean-Michel Folon 
in their diversity of themes and techniques. An 
original and interactive scenography designed 
by Folon leads the visitor on a poetic, dreamlike 
journey into the artist’s universe, to the heart 
of his creations. Optical effects, mirror games, 
music, films and animation films enliven your 
visit. The original music of French composer 
Michel Colombier harmonises perfectly with 
Folon’s colors.
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In the temporary exhibition rooms, the Folon 

Foundation hosts works of renowned artists that are 

connected with Folon in some way. As such, since 

2007 the Foundation has exhibited works of Giorgio 

Morandi, Zao Wou-Ki, Pierre Alechinsky, Pol Bury, 

Henri Cartier-Bresson and many more.

TEMPORARY EXHIBITIONS

Folon - 2008
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Cartier-Bresson - 2012

Bury - 2010

Riera i Arago - 2014

Alechinsky - 2013
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ACTIVITIES

Guided tours

Schools, students and adult groups can tour the 
museum accompagned by our experience guides. 
For adult visitors, the Foundation uses the 
services of independent guides. Visiting times 
are expanding. The same applies to the various 
languages available: French, Dutch, English, 
German, Spanish, Italian, sign language,…

The workshops

The Foundation also runs creative workshops 
exploring the themes addressed by Folon and 
the techniques used by him. The workshop 
coach adapts his discourse and the workshop 
activities to the participants’ age group. The aim 
of the workshop is to enable each participant to 
create a work of art.

In recent years the Foundation Educational 

Department has devised a whole range 

of activities, including guided tours and  

creative workshops.
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EXCEPTION PACKAGE:
TEA-TIME AT THE CHÂTEAU  
DE LA HULPE

Combine your visit with a taste of luxury:
Tea-time: Coffee/tea/biscuits  
at the Château (90 min.)
+ Guided tour of the Folon Foundation
(90 min.)

Days: From Tuesday to Friday

EXPERIENCE PACKAGE: 
A DAY OUT IN WALLOON BRABANT

Combined visit of the Folon Foundation and 
the Abbey of Villers-la-Ville. 
This gem that time has forgotten nestles 
in the woods to the south of Brussels. With 
its multiple facets, the Abbey never fails to 
impress... It reveals its riches to nature lovers, 
history buffs and those curious to discover 
unusual places.

Special arrangements for groups

Combine your visit with an artistic experience: 
Pick up a paintbrush during a discovery workshop and try your hand at watercolour (3h)
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School activities

Provision of teaching packs and folders that will help 
you to make the most of your self-led tour or class work. 
(fr) Themes: “Human Rights and Children’s Rights” or 
“The Environment. Our experienced guides will reveal 
the secrets of the museum to you in a way suited to the 
age of the pupils.

Creative activities 
& workshops

The watercolor painting workshops will enrich your 
(self-led or guided) tour of the museum by helping you 
to look, in a creative way, at the emblematic themes of 
Folon’s body of work. At the end of the workshop, each 
child will leave with his/her own work of art.

Birthday parties

On Wednesday, Saturday and Sunday afternoons, the 
Foundation is happy to open its doors to host birthday 
parties, including a free visit to the museum and the use 
of the restored stables (excluding drinks and cake).
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EVENTS

Get some fresh air

Every year, Ascension Day (Holy Thursday) – 
Intergenerational kite painting and assembly 
workshop, organized activities around the theme of 
air: story walks, music, carillons, creative spaces, kite-
flying demonstration.

International Children’s Rights Day

Every year, around 20th November, interactive tours 
of the museum around the themes of children’s 
rights, workshops, special organised activities, film 
screenings, etc
  Families Day
  Schools Day
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SERVICES

Hiring the premises
The Folon Foundation enables interested 
parties to book the premises for a full day 
event at the Solvay Park site: corporate 
conference or seminar in our dedicated 
seminar room combined with a cultural 
activity at the museum or a wildlife discovery 
walk around the park.

Private late-night visits
The galleries of the museum are also 
available for private visits. The private visit 
can be followed by a reception held in 
the Foundation’s multi-purpose room, at 
the “Taverne de l’Homme Bleu” or in the 
“Château de La Hulpe”. 

Hiring the attic of the farmhouse
The Folon Foundation is also a delightful authentic 
setting to host your receptions, conferences, seminars, 
and other meetings. Our multi-purpose room sits on 
the first floor of the farmhouse building, offering a 
delightful setting steeped in authentic charm.

For the catering, ranging from a simple formula to a 
gala dinner, the Foundation calls on the inventive and 
creative professional services of “Vandevelde” catering  
which pairs originality (a wide selection of organic 
locally sourced farm products) and traditional recipes. 
(www.traiteurvandevelde.be - info@traiteurvandevelde. 
be +32 (0)2 253 03 10).

Information and booking:  
Julie Detournay  - Fondation Folon - +32 (0)2 653 34 56.



Julie Detournay

Fatou Froissart Diallo _

Luis Nunes Rosa
l.nunesrosa@fondationfolon.be  
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PRACTICAL  
INFORMATION

CLOSED On Mondays 
-  Exceptionally closed on 24, 25 & 31

December and 1 January.

OPEN Every day, including on public holidays
-  From Tuesday to Friday

from 09:00 am to 05:00 pm,
-  On weekends

from 10:00 am to 06:00 pm.

Visit duration  90 minutes. 

The Fondation Folon is a Public Interest Foundation. 
The revenue from the museum, the artshop and 
sponsoring are the foundation’s lifeblood. 
The profits go to projects that work with disabled people.

Press contact
Laurence Decruyenaere
l.decruyenaere@fondationfolon.be - +32 (0)2 652 59 67

Information & booking 
Fondation Folon
Ferme du Château de La Hulpe 
Drève de la Ramée, 6A 
B-1310 La Hulpe
Julie Detournay
Tel. +32 (0)2 653 34 56 - fax +32 (0)2 653 00 77
info@fondationfolon.be
www.fondationfolon.be

Taverne de l’homme bleu
Ferme du Château de la Hulpe, 
Drève de la Ramée 6
B-1310 La Hulpe

Dolce La Hulpe Hotel
The Dolce La Hulpe Hotel opened its doors in 2007. 
The hotel and its conference facilities are conveniently 
located next to the Solvay park.
Info: www.dolcelahulpe.com - +32 (0)2 290 98 00




