
	
	
	

 
 
 

Folon’s Studio in Monaco 
 
	
	
	
	

	
	

Folon, Man and his double, watercolour, 1982 
	
	 	



	
	
	
	
Folon’s studio 
 
The Belgian artist Jean-Michel Folon worked for more than 20 years in his studio in 
Monaco’s Old Port, in premises provided for him by the principality. 
 
Now, the Fondation Folon, which he set up in Belgium in 2000, has decided to breathe 
new life into this unique creative workspace by opening its doors to the public. 
A sister attraction to the Belgian museum, it offers visitors the opportunity to discover 
paintings, sculptures, photos... and, above all, the artist’s universe and sources of 
inspiration. 
 
His workbench, his brushes and his palette give visitors a glimpse into his private 
world. 
 
	
	

	
	
	
	 	



	
	
 
Jean-Michel Folon 
 
Jean-Michel Folon was born in Brussels on 1 March 1934. 
 
His first drawings were published in the United States in the 1960s, chiefly in the New 
Yorker, and then in France, Italy...   Watercolour soon became his preferred medium 
for creating a meaningful dreamlike world designed to stimulate the observer’s 
imagination. An inquisitive man and a skilled communicator, Folon was at the same 
time a painter, an engraver, a sculptor and the illustrator of many literary works. His 
art thrived on diversity: he became a “bringer of light” in the art of stained glass, 
created two theatre sets, and animation films, including the credits for the French TV 
channel Antenne 2. As a humanist, he also employed his talent as a poster artist to 
support major causes which were close to his heart, with many poster campaigns for 
organisations such as UNICEF, Greenpeace, Amnesty International... The great 
evocative and poetic power of Folon’s works made him one of the leading figures on 
the international arts scene. For more than 40 years, galleries and museums the world 
over have displayed his work. 
 
He died in Monaco on 20 October 2005. He had a humanistic and poetic vision of the 
world and left behind a universe centred on the fundamental values of man and his 
environment. 
 
	

	
	
	



	
 
 
Activities and services 
 
 
Guided tours 
 
Guided tours, for individuals or groups, are arranged by appointment and provide an 
opportunity to explore the creative universe of the artist, for whom: “The studio is the 
place where creations take shape”.  The tour is brought to life by music and films.  
 
Workshops 
 
Watercolour workshops led by Patrick Jacqmot, an architect and friend of the artist, 
explore watercolour technique and also gouache, pastels and collages. Every month, 
they offer an approach to landscape painting and the chance to design a travel journal. 
These workshops, for adults and children, can also be held off-site, in the form of 
intergenerational workshops in the streets of Monaco and in nearby villages. 
 
Private hire 
 
Folon’s studio offers businesses and interested groups the opportunity to book the 
premises for a half-day, full-day or evening event: Dinners, conferences, team-building 
activities... A unique environment for memorable occasions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
	



	
In Folon’s footsteps 
 
 

In Monaco 
 
Folon moved to Monaco in 1983. He made many 
friends there and it is thanks to them that his works 
can be seen all over the principality: the stained glass 
windows in the Hôtel Monte-Carlo Bay, the mosaics 
in the Chapelle des Pères Carmes, The Bird Fountain 
in the Ministry of State gardens, and many more...  

 
 

In Saint-Paul De Vence 
 
The Chapelle des Pénitents Blancs. 
Folon liked to take inspiration from his meetings 
with artisans. The Chapelle des Pénitents Blancs is 
one of the finest examples. At the request of the 
village of St-Paul de Vence, he undertook a huge 
decoration project in honour of the Brotherhood of 
Pénitents Blancs. A vast 106 m² mosaic, four stained 
glass windows inspired by the brotherhood’s 
charitable mission, eight paintings and two 
sculptures adorn the walls and vaulted ceiling of this 
17th-century chapel. 

 
 

In Florence 
 
The Rose Garden - Il Giardino delle Rose 
After the retrospective in Florence in 2005, the city 
decided to keep a reminder of this contact with the 
artist. Ten pieces of sculpture are displayed in an 
open-air setting with a stunning panoramic view of 
the city and the famous dome of Santa Maria del 
Fiore cathedral and the bell tower. 
 

                                                   
       In Belgium 

 
The Fondation Folon 
In 2000, Folon set up the Fondation Folon, where 
most of his work is now on display. It is located just 
south of Brussels, in La Hulpe, a village which held 
happy childhood memories for the artist. 

 
 



	
Practical information 
 
Guided tour (individuals) 
 
Folon’s studio is open Tuesday to Friday afternoons, 2 pm - 6 pm (advance booking 
required). 
Adults: €12 - Under 18s: €8 - children under 6: free 
 
Guided tour (groups) 
 
Folon’s studio is open Tuesday to Friday afternoons, 2 pm - 6 pm (advance booking 
required). 
€210 (max. 20 people.) 
 
Tour lasts 90 minutes 
 
Languages: French, English, Italian, Spanish (one language per group) 
 
Watercolour workshops  
 
Watercolour workshop led by Patrick Jacqmot, an architect and friend of the artist. 
Adults: 1st Thursday of the month, 2 pm - 5 pm: €50 
Children: 1st Saturday of the month, 2 pm - 4 pm: €30 
 
Advance booking required - All materials provided 
 
Information, bookings and press contact in Monaco 
 
Sandra Vial 
8, Quai Antoine 1er - Monaco 
atelierfolon@monaco.mc - +377 (0)93 50 06 10 
http://www.fondationfolon.be/atelier 
Tuesday to Friday, 2 pm - 6 pm 
 
Press contact in Belgium 
 
Donatienne de Vleeschauwer 
Drève de la Ramée 6a - 1310 La Hulpe 
d.devleeschauwer@fondationfolon.be - +32 (0)2 653 34 56 
 
Fondation Folon in La Hulpe, Belgium  
 
Folon’s studio is managed by the Fondation Folon in Belgium which the artist set up 
during his lifetime. The Fondation Folon is a non-profit organisation and so proceeds 
are used to support projects to help disabled people. www.fondationfolon.be  


